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HE on Devin of the Author, 
in theſe Works, of which we pro- 
poſe the Publication is, to prove 

by the Infallibility, Perfection, and 

7 thence the Authority, of the Holy Scrip- 

7 tures ; which, though Chriſtians of all Deno- 

minations have equally aſſerted, yet have 

they not been able by their Conſtructions 
to juſtify, For the apparent Repugnancy 
of the Scriptures, as they are tranſlated, to 
the eſtabliſhed Laws of N ature, hath con- 

1 ſtantly ſtood in the Way, and been an in- 
1 ſuperable Objection to their Infallibility in 
$ Philofophical Points; and free-thinking and 
evil-diſpoſed Men have thence taken 3 


ſion to inſinuate, that if the Penmen of the 


2 Scriptures were miſtaken in natural, they 
might be fo in ſpiritual Things; or if the 

God of Nature inſpired them in their 
Accounts of ſp:;ritual, he would alſo have 
done the fame in natural Things. | 
3 Theſe and ſuch- like Objections put our 
Author upon ſearching the Scriptures in a 
different Manner from what had hi- 
I therto been done: He conſidered that h- 


A 3 Creator 


——z— — — — — — — 
; 
F 4 * 
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Creator of all Things muſt perfectly under- 5 


ſtand this Machine, and it's Onerations, the 
Work of his own Hands; and that the God 
of Truth would record ſuch Accounts as 

e pleaſed to give of them, truly and in- 
telligibly. He, therefore, fat down to ſee 
what the Scriptures, fairly conſtrued, faid, 
without regard to any Hypotheſis, ancient or 
modern ; and made no Queſtion but what 


Experiment and Obſervation truly made. 


The Event anſwered his Expectation : 
For, purſuing this Method, he found that 
the Scriptures no where aſcribe Motion to 
the Sun, or Fixedneſs to the Earth; but that 


it is the SHeMoSH, the Light, conſtantly 
iſſuing or irradiating from the ſolar Fire 
againſt one Hemiſphere of the Earth, which 
is faid to rz/e and ſet; to ſtay upon Gibeon; 
upon Ahaz's Dial; to beat upon the Head of 
Jonah; to rule the Day, and in the Day, to 
bring forth the precious Fruits; to run 


from one Extremity of the Heavens to the © 
other; to pervade all Things, and ſuch-like 
Expreſſions. The Word ww, S He MoH, 
is a Compound of the Word Ew, SHeM, the 


Atoms of the Heavens or Air, and W192, 


MOSH, receding; fo is the Matter of the 
| Heavens 
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ſhould be found the true and genuine Senſe | 
of the original Hebrew, would alſo be the ' 
true Philoſophy, and ſtand the Teſt of every : 


FF 
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Heavens or Air melted at the ſolar Fire, and 
ſent out thence on every Side by the expanſive 
1e Porce of the Firmament, or Air in Circula- 


tion (as will be hereafter explain'd) that it is 
to this Circulation of the Heavens, and Irra- 
7 diation of the SHeMoSH, the ſacred Pen- 
* men attribute the Motion of the Earth, ro- 
tative and progreſſive, or diurnal and an- 
nual: As Pſalm xcvi. 11. Let the em, 
: SHeMIM, the Airs (hw ISHMaHU) ir- 
: radiate, ſo the Earth h, TeGaL, will re- 
volve (a) round: So Yoſh. x. 12. SHe- 
MoH ( DUM) be filent, ceaſe to act 
or irradiate, and, in Conſequence of that, 
the Earth ſtood ſtill, Rejorce and be glad 

a3 * are 


(a Whoever has ſeen the electrical Experiment, at 
Mr. Rackſtrow's——of a little glaſs Globe being put in- 
> to Motion and rolled round a larger Globe of Copper, 
and revolving at the ſame Time round it's own Axis; 
Whoever has obſerved the little glaſs Globe, thus affected 

by the Stream of irradiated Air, put into that Action of 
Irradiation by the Friction of a glaſs Spheroid, and thence 
conveyed by Wires, Sc. to the Gun-Barrel, and thenee 
to the copper Globe from which it irradiates againſt the 
glaſs one; An Obſervation, I ſay, of theſe Effects, 
will give a faint Tmage of the Truth and Beauty of this 
Scripture Expreſſion : Let the Air irradiate, and ſo the 
Earth will roll round. This appears in the Dark, as a 
| Faint blue Light round the glaſs Globe; but that it is a 
Stream of Air ſeems evident from other Experimente, 
- where what iſſues from the Gun-Barrel, and has the ſame 
Appearance in the Dark of a blue Light, is to the feeling 
a continual Blaſt of Wind. We enter not into any Diſqui- 
fition about Electricity, but only give this as an Illuſtra» 
tion of the Text, which we had Occaſion to explain. 


} 
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are what we tranſlate, the Hebrew Words 
DD SHeMaH and 51 G: Pal. xcvi. 11. 
But here the Tranſlators have miſtaken the 
Genius of the Hebrew Tongue, which takes 
it's Ideas from material Objects and Actions, 
and carries them up to mental and ſpiritual q 
ones; becauſe we So no Ideas but what 
come in by our Senſes: And in this Place they 
have neglected the natural and material 
Idea of the Words, and given us the men- 
tal or ſpiritual one. The Heavens cannot 
rejoice, or the Globe of the Earth be glad, 
in the ſpiritual Senſe of the Word: But 
the one can move from the Sun at the Cen- 
ter to the Circumference of this Syſtem, 
and thence round again to the Center; and 
the other can, by that Motion, be circulated 
round the Sun. This is the material Idea 
of the Words; and, as the Motion or Cir- 
culation in the Blood and Fluids of the 
Body, cauſed by the fame Agents that cir- 
culate the Earth, give the Senſation of 
Joy and Pleaſure ; they are thence carried 
from Matter to Spirit, and convey the Idea 
of Rejoicing and Gladneſs to the Mind. 
It is to the Shemoſh, that God is ſaid, 
Pſalm xix. 4. to have fixed g Tabernacle f 
where He, is made light, and fit for his Mi- 
niſtry, and cometh forth beautiful and adorn- 
ed as a Bridegroom out of his Chamber, and 
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rejoiceth as a Giant, or one made ſtrong, to 
run his Courſe: But when the Scrip- 
tures ſpeak of the ſolar Fire, they uſe the 
Word o HeRes, and declare that it doth 
not FM, ZaRaH riſe, or ſpring up, as She- 
meſh doth, as Job ix. 7. who commandeth 
Y the ſolar Fire, and (or, that) it nt riſeth 
not, or ſprings not up. No; it is the SHe- 
MoSH that riſes, and ſprings up: It (the ſo- 
lar Fire) acts only where it is preſent in 
the Orb of the Sun, and ſends out the She- 
moſh in Light and Heat to this and the o- 
ther Planets, in ſuch Quantities and Condi- 


tions as beſt ſuit their reſpective Necefſities. 


So, when the Scriptures ſpeak of the 
Earth, it is the Faſtneß and Coheſion of 
its Parts, which they declare ſhall endure 
to the End of the World, and (b never be 
moved at any Time: That is, they ſhall not 
any more be ſeparated and torn aſunder, as 
they were at the Deluge ; and the very 
Name of the Earth ſpeaks its local Motion 


being the Noun of a Verb which expreſſes - 
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progreſſive Motion, PW AReTZ from 17 
RUTZ, to run; ſo the runiing Orb: And, 
however light ſome may make of Argu- 
ments drawn from Etymologies, they at 
leaft ſhew what was the Opinion of thoſe 
Times, when ſuch Names were firſt im- 

A 4 poſed. 

() Pal. xciii, 1. Cc. civ. 5. Eccleſ. i. 1. 


(0-3 
| poſed. There is a Text in Fob c. ix. v. 6. 
which is very expreſs for the Motion of the 
Earth even as it 1s tranſlated, which ſhaketh 
the Earth from her Place, or from ſtanding ; 
upon which (c) Diego de Stanica, an old 
Spaniſh Commentator, remarks, that this 
Text is a plainer Proof of the Motion of 
the Earth than any in the whole Scripture 
of its Reft ;. nay, the common Phraſeology 
of the Scriptures — If turns Morning —it 
turns Evening —our Days decline —in the Re- 
volution of the Year, all conſpire to prove, 
that they knew Time and Seaſons were 
meaſured by the Rotation, Progreſſion, and 
Declination of the Earth: For, in the He- 
brew, according as a Day or many Days, 
a Year or Years are ſpoke of, proper Words 
are uſed which expreſs the rotative, pro- 
greſſive, or declinatory Motion of the Orb. 
If it be queſtioned why our Tranſlators, 
who were learned Men, did not ſee theſe 
Things as well as our Author ; let it be re- 
membered that, when they tranſlated the 
Bible, the Philoſophy of the Times had 
adopted the Motion of the Sun amongſt it's 
Placita; and how far that did biaſs them 
.may appear from the marginal Readings in 
our Bibles, which ſhew they thought ma- 
ny Hebrew Words capable of Meanings 
2 | | they 


C Printed at Toledo, 1584. 


(9) 
they durſt not give them in the Text ; for 
which no reaſon can be aſſigned but their 
not being able to reconcile them to the No- 
tions, Which then prevailed, of Nature and 
Philoſophy. And when the Motion of the 
Earth was recovered, inſtead of examining 
whether the Scriptures were truly tranſlat- 
ed in theſe Points, we took the Tranſlati- 


ons as they ſtood, and fell to work to prove 
that they had nothing to do with Philoſo- 


phy, but were adapted to the Level of vul- 
gar Conception, accommodated to the Errors 


of our Conceits, and to the Appearances of 


Things. So that our Complaitance to 


Philoſophers has, in both Caſes, proved fatal 


to Scripture, = 


(d) © The Sum of what our Author 
% avers to be the Doctrine of the Scrip- 
e ture on this Head, is, that beſides the 
« differently formed Particles, of which 
this Earth, and the ſeveral Metals, Mi- 
nerals, and other ſolid Subſtances in it, 
and in the other ſolid Orbs are compo- 
* ſed, God at fiſt created all that ſubtile 
« Fluid which now is, and from the Cre» 
ation has been, in the Condition of Fire, 


(aA) See a Letter to a Biſhop concerning ſome Im- 
portant Diſcoveries in Philoſophy and Theology ; from 
which the following Extract is taken. f 


0 Light, 
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(10) 
Light, and Spirit or Air, and goes un- 
der the Name of the Heavens. 

“ The Particles of this Fluid (which 


our Author calls Atoms) when they are 


ſingle and uncompounded, are incon- 
ceivably minute, and ſo ſubtile as to per- 


vade the Pores of all Subſtances whatſo- 


ever, whether ſolid or fluid, without 
any great Difficulty or Refiſtance : When 
they are puſhed forward in ſtreight Lines 
by the Action of Fire, or are reflected 
or refracted in ſtreight Lines, they pro- 
duce Light, and are ſo call'd; but when 
the Interpofition of any opaque Body 
hinders their Progreſs in ſtreight Lines 
they paſs, but ceaſe to produce Light. 


_ « 'ThefeParticles or Atoms which, when 


moving in ſtreight Lines, produce Light, 
and if collected and put into another ſort 
of Motion, would produce Heat, and 
Fire, are, as our Author inſiſts, when 
the Force impelling them ceaſes to act 
with Vigour, and when their Motion is 
retarded, ſo made, that they are apt to 
adhere in ſmall Maſſes or Grains, which 
the Author calls Spirit or Air; and is of 
the ſame kind and Texture with that Air 
which we daily breathe, and which we 
feel in Wind when it blows. 


« The Sun, which our Author places 3 


at the Center of this Syſtem, is an Orb 
included 
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(ir) 


included in a vaſt Collection of this ſub- 
tile Matter in the Action of Fire, which 
«© continually melts down all the Air that 


(e 


is brought into it by the powerful Acti- 
on of the Firmament, or Expanſion (here- 
after to be explain d) into the ſubtile 
Matter juſt mentioned; and with an im- 
menſe Foros {ſends forth, in perpetual 
Streams of Light, this fame ſubtile Mat- 
ter ſo melted down, to the Circumfe- 
rence of this Syſtem, which the Author 
ſays is bounded, as he avers the Space 
comprehended within it 18 abſolutely 
full, 

« The Matter thus melted down at the 
Orb of the Sun, into Light, muſt, as 
every thing is full, either ſtand ſtill, or 
make its way outwards to the Circum- 
ference, being forced by the Particles, 
which are concreted into Air at the ut- 
moſt Extremities; and return towards the 
Sun, where the Fluid, being moſt ſubtile, 
gives leaſt Reſiſtance, and takes up the 
Place that the Light left. 
And therefore this endleſs uninterupt- 
ed Flux of Matter from the Sun in Light, 
in place of being an Expence that ſhould 


«© deſtroy that Orb (which our Author takes 


to be an inſupportable Objection to Sir 


* * Taac Newton's Scheme) is the very 


© means 
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(12) 
means of preſerving it, and every thing 
elſe in this Syſtem, in its Action and 


Vigour, by preſſing back perpetual Sup- 


.C 


a 


plies of Air to be melted down into Light; 


- and thereby produces a continual Circu- 


te lation. Theſe perpetual Fluxes-or Tides 


of Matter, outwardsand inwards, in every 

Point, from the Center to the Circum- 

* ference, mechanically and neceſſarily pro- 
e duce that conſtant Gyration in the Earth 


e and the Planets, round their own Centers, 
cc and round the Sun; and the ſame Prin- 
e ciple, with ſome Circumſtances, ariſing 


e from the Situation and Fluxes of Light 


e coming from the other Orbs, will ac- 
c count alſo for the Motions of the Moon. 


e Beſides the Rotation of the Orbs, the 


« Author affirms that the adverfe Motions 


« of the Light puſhing towards the Circum- 


« ference, and the Air puſhing towards the 
& Center with immenſe Force, forms a 
” ww Expanſion (as he tranſlates the 


„ Word rendered Firmament,) which 


e brings that Streſs or Compreſſure on 


„ all Bodies it meets with, that binds to- 


« gether Solids, keeps Fluids as they were, 
* cauſes the Variation of Times and Seaſons, 
te the raiſing of Water, the Production of 


_ « Vegetables and Animals, and in ſhort 


« produces all the Effects falſely aſcrib'd to 
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( 13) 


GRAVITY or ATTRACTION; 


continues Motion without the Aſſiſtance 


of the unmechanical Principle of PRO- 
JIECTION; produces, ſupplies and 
ſupports Vegetables, Fruits and Animals; 
in ſhort produces almoſt all the Effects 
and Phenomena in Nature. Theſe are 
ſome of the Out-lines of our Author's 
Philoſophy ; very repugnant, indeed, to 
the Notions commonly received : but 
the Authorities, by which he avers they 


are to be ſupported, are two; and my 
are pretty conſiderable. 


« Firſt, he ſays, Moſes and the Prophets, 


who, by divine Authority, were to re- 
veal and explain to Mankind how the 
Operations 1n this Syſtem were carried 
on, have in plain Terms faid fo, And 

* Secondly, that, by comparing every 
true Obſervation and Experiment that 
have at any time been made by the Royal 
Society, or its Members, or by any foreign 
Societies of learned Men; and by a great 
many Obſervations and Experiments 
made by himſelf, to which the Curious 
have hitherto very little attended (and 


which are among his Manuſcripts) * with 


the Syſtem of Philoſophy revealed in 
the Scriptures, it may be ſhewn, that all 
the various Phenomena of Nature are 
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( 14 ) 
eto be accounted for mechanically there- 
« by.“ 

The Exiſtence of an inviſible and 
penetrating Medium is ſuppoſed by all : 
The common Phenomena ſeem to re- 
quire it; and our Br:tifh Philoſopher, Sir 


Jaac Newton, not only fills the Heavens 


with the Rays of Light, and the thin 
Vapours of the Sun, Comets, and Planets, 
but is fond (as a late Fellow of the Royal 
Society remarks) to introduce a moſt ſub- 


tile Spirit, which pervades and lies hid in 
all groſs Bodies; an Omnipreſent Ather, 


as the great Agent in Nature, cauſing At- 
traction, Coheſion, Electricity, &c. 

This  ſubtile Spirit is what our Author 
calls Light, which is one Condition of the 
Heavens or Air as deſcribed above, and 
whoſe Particles can as eaſily run through all 
Bodies, as Water through a Sieve; and I 
with that Illuſtrious Body the Royal Society, 


Who are now making Experiments upon 


Electricity with ſuch Wonder and Amaze- 
ment, would be pleaſed to take into Con- 
fideration what our Author fays throughout 
his Works upon the Mechaniſm of the Air. 
For, if this Fluid of the Air be preſent in all 
Places which other Matter doth not fill; if it's 
Particles, which are of different Degrees of 
Subtility,becontinuous and contiguous, diffuſ- 
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| ed every where, a throug ah all Bodies, 


= what Wonder is it that putting the Air, by 
Friction, &c. into that Condition on an 


Side of a Man, it ſhall, in ſo ſhort a Space, 
affect the Air which pervades his Body, 
and go through Him to the next Perſon 
that touches him, ſenſible to the Sight and 
Feeling. Indeed their moſt worthy Preſi- 
dent Martin Folkes, Eſq; one would be 
tem pted to think was deſcribing this univer- 
ſally extenſive Fluid the Air, where he lays, 
* That Electricity ſeems to furniſh an in- 
e exhauſtible Fund for Enquiry; and ſure 
„ Phenomena ſo various, and ſo wonderful, 
e can ariſe only from Cauſes very general 
e and extenſive, and ſuch as muſt have 
been deſigned by the Almighty Author 
of Nature, for the Production of very 
e great Effects, and ſuch as are of great 
F Moment to the Syſtem of the Univerſe.” 
In Truth the Syſtem of the Univerſe itſelf 
s the Effect of ha ſame Cauſe, (v:z.) the 
Mechaniſm of the Heavens or Air, which 
Jupports itſelf, and all the reſt of this Syſtem, 
by one unerring, perpetual Action and 
| Re-aCtion upon itſelf and on every thing 
F elſe, in the material World.” 
It will no doubt, ſeem to many both a new 


and odd Aſſertion that the Scriptures contain 
 Syltem of . To what End, to 
* M0 what 


(16) 


what Uſe, ſome will cry? But, beſides that 1 


10 
15 
. 
1601 


| it is a Thing ſo deſirable to be known, and 
5 ſuppoſed of that Uſe, that Men have ſpent 


— 


their whole Lives in making Variety of 
Gueſſes about it; it will further appear 
there was a prevalent Crime it was graci- 7 
| ouſly deſigned by God to cure Mankind of; 
namely, That fo frequently mentioned in 5 

Scripture of worſhipping the Creature more 
than /e Creator, Baal, and Aſtaroth, the Sun, 
Moon, Stars and all the Hoſt of Heaven. 
And what more proper Method could there 
be to reclaim them from theſe miſtaken 
Objects of their Worſhip, than to ſhew J 
them, they were nothing but a mere Ma- 
chine, were ſo far from being able to help %- 
? theirWorſhippers, that they had no Life, 
| Support in themſelves, but performed all 
thoſe Actions for which they were wor- ; 
ſhipped, by this ſimple Power of Mecha- 
niſm, (viz.) that of one Parcel of Matter % 
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| acting upon another by Contact and Impulſe ? * 
''W But the chief End of this Revelation? a 
woes to demonſtrate the Being and Attributes 
of Yehovab Elabim, and emblematically, as PU 
by Reflection in a Glaſs, as St. Paul expreſſes . 


it, (e) to give us an Idea of that otherw!/: 3 
incomprebenſible, but abſolutely * 1 
Article of our Faith, the Doctrine of the & 
; {e ) 1 Cor. xii. 12. | 
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I C17 1 

*TRINITY; which, tho' a Fundamen- 
tal Article of the Chriſtian Religion, has 
hitherto been looked upon as an inexplicable 


of Myſtery. Our ableſt and moſt orthodox 
FIR Divines have contented themſelves with 
faying it was above, though not contrary to 
Cl- © 


| 7 eaſon, and F ree-Thinkers have long, with 
an air of Triumph, called upon us for an 
; Aden of that Myſtery of our Faith. They 
will, in our Author's Writings, find whence 
I hey are to take Ideas of this, and other 
Divins Things, by Analogy. We are bid to 


= Jook upto the HEAVENS, the ac 1g Nie, the 
. Ruling Subſtance in this Syſtem, the 
Ma. GBoxervria, the Arch-Type, the Character, 
0 Fubſtitute or Emblem of the D198 en 


BeRESHITH ELaHIM, ev xn o Otos, the 
"all | Fying Eſſence, the Trinity in Unity. The 
Heaven or Air in its three Conditions of Fire, 
'2 Light, and Spirit, are Figures of the Eternal 
HEbree, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, or 
Spirit, heir Unity of Subſtance, points out 
the Unity of Eſſence, heir Diſtinction of 
Conditions, the Perſonality, and this with- 


butes Put dividing the Perſons, or confounding the 
Js 965 8ubſtance: And from their being made 
r 


mblems, they are called cpr SHeMIM, 
he Names, Repreſentatives or Subſtitutes; 
expreſſing by heir Names, that they are 


JEmblems, and by their Conditions of what. 
B W. E 
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Wei know that the firſt Perſon of the Hoy 


Trinity is called in Scripture a Fealous | 


God, a conſuming Fire, the ſecond the Light, 


the Shemoſh, Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the 


third Perſon knows no other Name but 


that of the Spirit, with the Epithet of 
Holy, which denotes his Office. And now 


we ſee the Reaſon why, and whence they 


had theſe Names, viz. from the Heavens, 


the Arch-Type, created and framed by 
God, and made to ſuit the Eſſence by U- 
nity of Subſtance, the Perſonality by a Tri- 


nity of Condition, their Actions, by Mo- 


tion and Grreulation ; {o as to ſupport them- 


ſelves mechanically | in imitation of perpetual | 


Life, by communicating Motion, and fo 
Life to animal Bodies, as a Type of that 
Life the Exemplar has given to the Soul, and 
till give to the immortal Bodies of Men. 


And if the Heavens could ſpeak (ſays our 
Author) they would ſay, ( we are one Species 
of Subſtance and repreſent one Eſſence,—— 
* We are three Names, and repreſent three | 
« Perſons,---We three are the Cauſe of the 
« Actions of each, which one of us could not 
ebe of itſelf; we each perform different 
« Parts, yet Fl every Act jointly, ſo do h, 
* and each Name acts the Part reſembling 1 


£ 


* 


* that of his Principal: All Things in 0 
** Syltem apparently are ſupported by us, all 
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Things in their Syſtem, are imperceptibly, 
and inviſibly ſupported by them, and we 
and all Things under us are ſupported by, 


tc 
« 


A 


c 


A 


and obey them; and though we repreſent 


© them, yet we are an Example of Obe- 
9 dience to you,” To this, the Clauſe in 
the Lord's Prayer may perhaps rer: 
* Thy will be done in Earth as it is in Hea- 
« ven.” And now we may {ce the Meaning 
of that Sentence of Plato, as cited by Ci- 
cero, and from what Fountain it was de- 
rived , Neceſſe eft hunc Mundum, quem cern- 
mus, Simulachrum eſſe Mternum alicujus 
FEterm. It cannot but be that this World 
(or Machine) which is viſible to us, ſhould 
be a landing Type, or continual Repreſenta- 
tron of ſomething Eternal. And our Savi- 
our, in many Diſcourſes, ſhews the Myſteries 
of our Faith are to be explained by their 
correſpondent natural Types, more parti- 
cularly in that with V:codemus a Doctor of 
Vrael, where he himſelf explains the Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit in the New-Birth, 
by the Actions and Effects of his Type, the 
material Spirit; and ſufficiently urges the 


Neceſſity of natural Knowledge to the Un- 


derſtanding and Belief of the Doctrines of 
Scripture, when he ſays to him, If T have 
told you earthly Things, and ye believe not, 


how ſhall ye believe, if I tell you of bea- 


B 2 5 ve yy 
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venly Things? Not to mention the ſevere 
Rebuke he gives his Ignorance in theſe 
Matters; art thou a Maſter of Iſrael, and 
knoweſt not theſe Things? And when the 
Holy Spirit deſcended to act his Part in the 
Oeconomy of Grace, it was in his Type, 
a ruſhing mighty Wind, joined with the 
Appearance of Fire and Light, the Types 
of the Father and the Son from whom he 


was to proceed. Indeed the Scriptures in 


almoſt every Page inculcate the Doctrine 
of the Trinity; * remember thy Creators 
(for the original Word is confeſſedly plural) 
lays Solomon, in the Days of thy Youth. Up- 
on which the learned Dr. L:ghtfoot obſerves, 
e the firſt Leſſon, Youth is to learn, is to 


© know the Myſtery of the TRINITY 


* that CREATED him.” 

From hence we ſee, it is not beſide the 
Scope of Scripture to inſtruct us in Philoſo- 
phical Points, as is conſtantly pretended ; 
but that theſe Points are neceflary in them- 
ſelves, and do neceſſarily induce to a more 
full Underſtanding of That which 1s the 
main Buſineſs of the Scriptures, the Do&7r:ne 
of the Trinity; without the Knowledge of 


which, we cannot be true, Orthodox and 


thorough Chriſtians, as not being able 
without it to underſtand, ſo believe rightly 


the Incarnation of our Lord eſus Chriſt. 


+ 18 F. r 
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For the right Paith is, that wwe believe and 


* confeſs that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
God, is God (i. e. a Perſon of the Trinity) 


and Man. | 


Such as are moſt converſant in the an- 
tient human Writings perceive an imperfect 
Notion of a Trinity run thro' them all, 
and the higher they riſe in Antiquity, the 
fuller they find them of it ; though, at the 
ſame Time, it is ſo confuſed, as evidently 
ſhews it to be the corrupted Tradition of a 


divine Revelation once univerſally known 


and underſtood : They will here have a Key 
which will unlock all theſe Myſteries of An- 
tiquity, a Clue which will ſafely lead them 

through the Labyrinth of Platonic, Pytha- 


gorean, Egyptian and Chaldaic Philoſophy 


without which Guide the Mind is inſenfibly 
bewildered and loſt, and the moſt inquiſi- 
tive and diligent Searchers of Antiquity have 
been thrown into all that learned Confuſion 
and Perplexity we lament in their Endea- 
vours to illuſtrate this Doctrine. They will 
here ſee the Reaſon why Fire, Light and 
Spirit had fo particular a Regard paid to 
them. Why they were looked upon as of 
a divine Nature, and worſhipped as Gods; 
namely, by lofing Sight of Revelation, and 
taking the Symbols for Realities: And the 
Chriſtian Reader cannot but be moſt agreea- 
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bly ſurprized to find that the Scripture will 


to Satisfaction explain all the antient human 


Writings, but needs not them to explain it. 


To his happy Penetration we owe the 
Recovery of the Figure of the Cherubim, 


which St. Paul calls the Cherubim of Glory; 
and the Reaſon why they were placed in 


the Holy of Holies: Which Commen- 


tators have hitherto in vain puzzled 
themſelves and others about; being miſled 


by the idle Stories of the apoſtate Jews ; 


as if the Spawn of thoſe, who crucified the 
Lord of Lite, were likely Perſons to give us 
the /ncere Milk of the Word of God, or 


explain to us the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. 


He ſays, that as the Fire, Light and Spirit, 
were the Emblems of the Trinity, fo in 
hieroglyphical Writing, the Bull ſtood for 


the Hire at the Orb of the Sun, the Lion, 


for the Light generated by and iſſued out 
from thence, and the Eagle for the Spirit 


or Air in Nen. That theſe three Ani- 


mals were Sacred to the Fire, Light, and 
Spirit we have very good Proof from Sacred 
and Prophane Miriters. And he further 
ſaith, that the Faces of theſe three Crea- 
tures joined in one Body, with the Face 
of the Man united to the Face of the 
Lion, the Emblem of Light, which was 


the Emblem of the ſecond Per in, the 


Trinity, 


vw 


Trinity, 
called the Cherubim, which Name in Hebrew 
ſignifies the Similitude, Repreſentation, or 
Picture of the Great Ones, from 5 Capb, 
Sicut, Like, and I RaBIM, or Ru- 
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made up the compound Figure 


BIM the Great, the mighty Ones, from I 
RaB, or RuB, which is the higheſt Epi- 
thet the Hebrew Tongue affords, and 1s 
great in Strength, Power, Wiſdom, or 


whatever can be termed a Perfection, from 


any Degree even to infinite or beyond Ex- 
eſſion. 


That this was the Figure of the Cheru- 


bim we learn from the Prophet Ezechiel, 


(7) who after having deſcribed the Cheru- 
bim to conſiſt of theſe three Animals, with 
the Man and Lion joined, ſays expreſly, this 
is the living Creature that I ſaw, YH for, (or 


the Repreſentative of) the God "of Iſrael, and 


T knew that they were the Cherubim; and 
Chap. i. 1. he calls them the Y7/ions of God, 
that is, as the Original expreſſes it, that Ob- 
ject of Viſion which repreſented God. If we 
. the Place where the Cherubim were 


ſet, and that the great Propitiation for Sins by 


Blood was made annually before their Faces, 
by the High Prieſt in his Mediatorial 


Veſtments, who alone, and upon that 


| olemn Occaſion oy, was permitted to enter 


* 7 | 5 the 
{f7). Ezechiel-i. 10. 
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the ſacred Apartment of their Refidence ;— 
all beſpeak this Figure of the higheſt Im- 
portance. And this the Jews themſelves, in 
their Way, confeſs, by calling it the Roof, 
Heart and Marrow, and the very Kernel of 


the Law, and the whole Levitical Service; 


which it could not be, if they were Figures 
only of created Angels, ſince Angel- M or- 


ſhip was no part, much leſs the whole of 


their religious Service; and the Compilers of 
our excellent Liturgy, Men of unqueſtioned 
Piety and Learning, ſeem to have looked 
upon this Figure of the Cherubim as an 
Hieroglyphick of the Trinity, by appoint- 


ing the fourth Chapter of Revelation (where 
it is deſcribed) for the Epiſtle on Trinity 
Sunday. And that this Figure was a Repre- 


ſentation of the Deity, St. Paul puts beyond 
Diſpute in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews (g). 


where having proved that the Moſaic Oeco- 
nomy prefigured Chriſt and his Actions, 


ſays, Chriſt is not entered into the holy Places 
made with Hands, the Figures of the True, 
but into Heaven itſelf, now to appear in the 
Preſence of God for us. Whence it is evi- 


dent, that as the Holy of Holies was the 
Type of Heaven itſelf, the Figures placed 
there were the Symbols of the Deity, be- 
fore whom Chriſt is nowrealizing what the 


High 


(8) Hebrews ix. 24. 
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High Prieſt annually typified, by ſprinkling 


the typical Blood of the Sacrifice before the 
Faces of the Cherubim. Conſidering the 
Figure in this Light, it was proper Furni- 
ture for this ſacred Place, which from the 
Reſidence of theſe Symbols was called the 
Holy Place of the Holy Ones. It was proper 
after Adam had broke the Terms of the 
firſt Covenant, the Tenure by which he 
held Paradiſe, to ſet up this Hieroglyphick 
of Chriſtianity, which afforded ſo com- 


| fortable a Proſpect to fallen Man, of the 


Reconciliation of the Deity, and the Pro- 
mulgation of the New Covenant or Terms 
of Salvation, by the Incarnation of the 


Second Perſon, the Lion, of the Tribe of 


Judah; as it was not only a Type of that 
; Perſonality in the Deity which his Fall 


made neceſſary to be known, and neceſiary 
to effect the Method of his Salvation, but 
as it was at the fame Time a full Explana- 


tion of the Promiſe made to them, that the 


Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Head 
of the Serpent, &c. This was the Preſence 


/ God, Cain, upon the Murder of his Bro- 
ther Abel, was driven from, and from this 
Figure, 
* Houſhold Gods, &c. of the Heathen World, 
(the Apoſtates from the Worſhip of the true 
3 God,) and all the various Kinds of Animal 
3 Worſhip, took their Riſe, 


the Teraphim, Penates, Lares, 
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He has traced up to their Original, the 
Pagan Theology and Mythology, and ſhewed 
whence they took their Riſe. Firft, By 
applying the Rites and Services inſtituted to 
the Worſhip of Jehovah, to his material 
Agents the Heavens, whom they ſerved as 


Gods. And Secondly, By corrupting the Reve- 


lation ofa Saviour and Redemption to come, 


partly through Ignorance, partly through 
Imagination; till at the laſt they neither knew 
what, nor why they worſhipped ; only re- 
tained confuſed Notions of Atonement by 
Blood, and of great 'Things to be done by a 


Son of Jupiter, born of a Woman; which 


the Poets, by ſupplying Truth with Fiction, 
and filling up the defaced Traces of Tra- 
dition with Strokes of their own Fancy, 
formed into our preſent Theogonies and My- 
thologtes ; hence aroſe their Stories about the 
Amours of the Gods with mortal Women, 
the Exploits of their Herculeſes, and the 
great Virtue and Efficacy of Blood. All 


which is beautifully and clearly diſen- 


veloped in theſe Tracts; fo that as the in- 
genious Author of Some Thoughts upon Reli- 
gion, &c. remarks of his Works, © If 
«© Regard to Revelation was out of the 
Queſtion, it is amazing, that Curioſity 
does not prevail with Men of Leiſure and 
Learning, to laok into Books that are 
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„„ 
cc ſtored with ſo much Entertainment in 
* that Way.“ 


He has explained all the Rites ad Ce- 


remonies of the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, and 
ſhewed how and in what manner they were 
Delineations of Chriſt, and of what he was 


to BE, DO, and SUFFER: He rp" e 


that the Jews knew them to be Types of 


his Actions and Sufferings, and per formed 


them as ſuch; ſo were Chriſtians both in 
Faith and Practice; with this difference 
only, that they ſerved unto the Shadow and 
Figure of heavenly Things, the good Things 
to come, We, unto the Completion, the 
Reality, the Subſtance. 

The Way he has taken to this, has been 
to reject the Points, and all the idle Rules, 
and Stories of the Apoſtate Jews, which 


have hitherto ſerved only to miſlead Chriſti- 


ans, and bring the Study of the Hebrew in- 
to Diſrepute even to a Proverb, and to ex- 
plain the Scriptures by themſelves; "21-6 

manner 7ew indeed, and different dom the 
* Generality of Commentators, which may 
be one reaſon why an Examination of his 
Notions may have been neglected ; but as 
they are of ſuch zuiverſal Import to Man- 
kind, and moit evidently tend to confirm 
the Scriptures, ſhould they be found true; it 
is the more incumbent upon the Men quali- 
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the Regard of all Parties; 


we propoſe the Publication. 


(628) 


* fied to judge, to examine them: For, to 
uſe the Words of the Author, juſt cited, in 
his Letter to a Biſhop, concerning our Au- 
thor's Diſcoveries, © I cannot help think- 
<« 1ng it ſome Reproach to the Curioſity, 
* as well as religious Zeal of the Clergy of 
ce this Nation, that Sentiments ſo new and 
* ſurpriſing, in Matters of Religion, ſhould 
ce have been ſtalking about for fo many 
5 Years, without mecting with any Exami- 
* nation, Approbation, or Confutation. 

If to follow Truth impartially, without 
being biaſſed to any Side or Party, deſerves 
none can have 
a fairer Title to the Favour and Regard of 
the Public than thoſe Writings of which 
« Let the 
« Scriptures be true, though all Men ſhould 
cc be made Liars, was the Rule laid down 
by our Author, which he has invariably 
followed throughout his Writings. They 
are (as he obſerves of the Scriptures, ) of- 
fered in general to all Men, without any 
Regard to this or that Party, See, or Church. 
The Reader may there ſee from what Miſ- 
takes the ſeveral Sects in Philoſophy and 
wy took their Riſe, and each Sect 

if they pleaſe, find the Truth, cor- 

we and forſake their Errors. And We hope 
the Publication of Works fo evidently cal- 
culated 


( 29) 


* culated to promote true ¶ iſtian Faith and 


s cannot fail of meeting with a 


ſuitable Reception and Encouragement from 


che Chriſtian World. 


ay 


1 ans akEksaBsasa48I AUER. 
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CONDITIONS. 
p HE Works will be Printed upon 


a good Paper, and in the ſame 
Size as the preſent Edition, which is Oc- 
tavo; and in the ſame Letter with this 
Spe cimen. 


| II. The Price to Subſcribers will be two 

GOuineas, which is no more than what 

i the preſent Edition in ten Volumes ſells 

; for, and this new Edition will, at leaſt, 
make twelve Volumes. 


2 
1 


1. The Work, being FR WEE" for gene- 
val Uſe; it is propoſed, as beſt anſwer- 
ing that Intention, to omit the Greek 
and Latin Quotations, and give the 
Senſe of them in as near and exact a 
Tranſlation as the difference of the Lan- 
guages will admit of; with References 
to the original Authors, for the Uſe of 
thoſe who think proper to conſult oy 

; This 


(30) 
This being found the only Means to re- 
duce the Work into twelve Volumes, 
and to the Price of two Guineas a Set. 


IV. The Texts of Scripture which the Au- 
thor has put down from the interlineary 8 
Tranſlation of Pagninus, will be tranſ- 
lated from the Hebrew, and there will be 
Notes upon ſuch difficult and exceptiona- 
ble Paſſages as may appear to want them. 
The Interpretation of the Hebrew Words | 
from the Lexicons will be given in 
Enghſh, which will ſerve as a Lexicon | 
to the Engh/ſh Reader. And to make this 
Edition as complete as poſſible, there | 
will be an Index of all the Hebrew | 
Words uſed ih his Works, with their | 
Explanation in Engliſb, an Index of all 
the Texts of Scripture, with References | 
backward and forward, to the ſeveral | 
Parts of the Works, an Index to eachVo- | 
lume ; and a general Index to;the whole. 


V. As the Propagation of theſe Writings, | 
which to them ſeem ſo nearly to concern | 
the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, is the 
ſole Deſign of the Editors, they will not 
be put to the Prefs, till they ſee whether 
the Reception theſe Propoſals meet with 
from the Public will anſwer this Deſign. 

In 


3 


wy In the mean time, no Money is deſired 
until the Works are actually in the 
Preſs ; whither they will be ſent as ſoon 
as there are 350 Subſcribers: Notice 
Au. whereof will be given in the Public 
Papers, and the Subſcribers be then 


les, 
Set. | 


we; Y deſired to pay one Guinea of the Sub- 
1be & f{cription Money; for which proper 
i Receipts will be given. The reſt to be 
lem. ö paid on the Delivery of 2 compleat Set 
rds in Sheets. 

1 Fon VI. Such Subſcribers as chuſe it, may 
this Y bave the Volumes delivered as they are 
here Printed, ſtitched in blue Paper, upon 
ow Paying 45. per Volume. 


their 

f all. 1 N 
nces } SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by 
veral ] J. CLARKE under the Royal Exchange; 
1Vo- BB C. Hircy in Pater-nofter-Row; R. 


MaxB and H. S. Cox upon Ludgate- 
Hill; G. Hawkins, and W. Owen 
tings, in Fleetſireet; J. Fox of Meſiminſter- 


hole. 


ncern Hall; Mr. FLETCHER of Oxon; Mr. 

is the] TruRLBouRN of Cambridge; Mr. 
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| 5. A oreat Number of Rolls and detatched is 


A Catalogue of * ; Chief of bl 
_ Author's unprinted MaNuschprs, 1 
pPropoſed 20 ve 1 n mood 1 b 


Edition. n 6 


Treatiſe upon the Columns of \' 
Solomon's T7. emple. 


2. ATreatiſe a upon the Inſtincts of Animals, l 
ſhewing their Uſe, and how each is 
ſubſervient to the Good of the whole. 


3. An Account of the Situation of the 1 
ſeyeral Strata which compoſe this earthly of 
+ Globe; of the Fiſſures, and Cracks made 
in it at the Departure of the Waters af- off 
ter the Deluge, and Rules thence drawn 
and laid down, how to trace the Seams 
of Coal and Gres of Metals, Sc. with i 


ſome Hints to the Roya/ African com- 
pany; drawn upat firſt for the Uſe, and at 


the Deſire of the late Duke of Chandsis : || 
and will be very uſeful to ſuch Gentle- 
men, as have Collieries or Lead-Mines, 


4. A Pisce concerning Gravity, 


1 | 


Moe moſtly upon Philoſophical Sub- | 
jects, tending to . and confirm 
Miſes s Principia. 8 = 


